
May, 2019 

 May 6 - Band Concert, 
6:30pm @ BCC 

 May 10 - Lunch on the 
Lawn 

 May 14 - Senior Chapel, 
9:00am 

 May 16 - Morning Star 
Academy Association Annual 
Meeting, 6:30pm 

 May 25 -  Graduation,    
10am @ BCC 

 May 27 - No School: Memo-
rial Day 

 May 30 - Field Day - 1st-
6th grade 

 May 31 - Kindergarten 
Graduation, 9am 

 May 31 - Last Day of 
School, Awards Assembly in 
the Great Hall 

 

 

 

Headmaster Notes - Will You Read Me a Story?  

Dates to Note: 

“Will you read me a story?” What image does that question conjure up in your mind? Underneath 
my grandparents’ couch they “stored” their Little Golden Books; stories like Tootle the Train or The 
Shy Little Kitten or The Three Little Pigs. My grandmother would “huff and puff” as she embodied 
the big bad wolf.  I never tired of hearing those stories, and my grandparents never seemed to tire 
of my asking, “Will you read me a story?”  
 
God speaks to us in stories.  
 
The theme for this year’s chapel has been God’s Story: The True Myth. In C.S. Lewis’ own conver-
sion story, it was J.R.R. Tolkien who challenged Lewis’ assessment of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ as simply a myth. “Have you ever thought of it as the true myth to which all other 
myths pointed?” The Spirit of God used that simple question to move Lewis from being a theist 
to a Christian. 
 
Why are stories so important? We are made in the image of God who is the author of His own 
story. He begins His story with these compelling words, “In the beginning. . .” How our universe 
began dictates where it is headed and begins to answer its purpose. He created. We fell. He re-
deemed. He will restore. He is the author of His own story and . . .  
 
God invites us into His story.    
 
Embedded in classical Christian education are stories. From kindergarten to 12th grade stories are 
an integral part of all we do whether it be history or literature or art or music or science or math. 
Many of these stories are fictional or mythical but no less useful to draw students towards the 
True Myth. Even higher education is recognizing the value of stories as more and more colleges 
and universities are embracing the CLT, the Classical Learning Test, as an acceptable alternative to 
the SAT and ACT. What is at the core of the CLT? “Great works across a variety of disciplines . . 
. [to] measure reasoning, aptitude, and academic formation.” Great works are simply great stories.  
 
God is the creator of the Morning Star Academy story.  
 
This Friday we are celebrating our 25th Anniversary. We will be reflecting on our story in many 
forms . . . pictures, video, speech, and in conversations over dinner. It is a story of God’s faithful-
ness, creativity, resourcefulness and grace. It is our story and a thousand others’ stories who have 
been impacted by Morning Star Academy.  
 
Stories are important. Read stories to your children. Respond to His invitation to make sense of 

your story within His story. Give thanks to God for Morning Star Academy’s story. Ask Him how 
He desires you to contribute to Morning Star’s story in the next 25 years. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rob Spykstra, 
Headmaster 
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Annual Meeting 
If you are a parent of a child enrolled at Morning Star Academy or are fully funding a student, then you are a 
member of the Association and the Board would love to see you there.  
 
You will get the opportunity to: 

 Hear the state of the school from the Headmaster and Board President 

 Vote on two new Board candidates: Glen McClure and Joseph Brooks 

 Ask questions and get answers 
 
Please set aside Thursday, May 16th, 6:30 pm for the Annual Meeting. 

PTP News 
Another school year is coming to a close. Thank you to all who have helped the MSA PTP this year. Your time, 
energy and dedication is appreciated! 
 
We had another successful uniform sale April 16th. We also had our Teacher Appreciation Luncheon on April 
19th. 
 
We do have a few events yet in May so our year is not quite over. 
 
May 3rd we will be packing for Kids Against Hunger.  Let Dawn Hughes know if you are able to help.  
  
May 10th will be Lunch on the Lawn. Come enjoy lunch with your child during their normal lunch break. The 
rain date for this event is May 17th. 
 
May 15th will be our last MSA PTP meeting for the school year. Please join us at 8:15 in the music room. We will 
be planning summer and fall activities. Please bring your ideas. 
 
Also, don't forget to show your teachers one last time just how much you appreciate all that they have done for 
your children this year! MSA teachers work hard to shape the hearts and minds of our children and are always so 
blessed and encouraged by your thanks and recognition of the time and energy they pour in to their students. 
 
Again, thank you for all of your support and help throughout this school year. Have a wonderful, relaxing sum-
mer, and we look forward to working with you again next year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Morning Star PTP 

Spring Music Concert 

Please join us for a night of music performed by our talented MSA band students and 2th-6th grade choirs on   
Monday, May 6th at 6:30 p.m. at Bettendorf Christian Church!  The concert is FREE to attend and will include a 
wide variety of hymns, classical music, pop songs, movie tunes, and even some show tunes and patriotic          
melodies!  The evening will conclude with refreshments. Don't miss this chance to support our hard-working    
students and hear some great musical talent!  

MSA Yearbook 
Time to order your 2018-2019 MSA yearbook! 
 
Yearbooks are priced at $30 each this year, with discounts offered for additional copies per family.  Questions may 
be directed to Beth Tipsword at:  morningstaryearbook@gmail.com.  Turn in your completed order form and  
payment to the business Office by Friday, May 17th. 
 
Last chance to submit photos is Friday, May 24th. 
 
Thank you for your help in making lasting memories this year for our students! 
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Graduation Parties 
The following seniors would like to invite everyone to their graduation parties: 
 
Sam Brady & Grant Ellingson:  Saturday, May 25, Ellingson’s home, 19277 252nd Avenue, Bettendorf, IA from 2-5 
p.m. 
 
Daniel Rossi, John Marquis, Tate Walters, & Will McIntosh:  Monday, May 27, Legacy Church Banquet Hall, 4823 
Jersey Ridge Road, Davenport, IA from 12-3 p.m. 

The Senior Class  

of 

Morning Star Academy 

announces its 

Commencement Exercises 

Saturday morning, May twenty-fifth 

Two Thousand Nineteen 

ten o’clock 

Bettendorf Christian Church 

3487 Towne Pointe Drive, Bettendorf 

Reception to follow in Church Commons. 

Awards Assembly 

A Note of Thanks 
The faculty and staff want to thank the PTP for all the delicious food you have so generously bestowed on us 
throughout this school year.  Each and every time you brought us food, whether during conferences, in-service, or at 
the staff appreciation lunch, the presentation was lovely and the food was fabulous!   
 
Also, a big thank-you to all the parents who coordinated and contributed to the Wishing Tree this year.  We’ve been 
granted our wishes, and your gifts have been an encouragement! 

Senior Class of 2020  
The Class of 2020 has planned a car wash for Saturday, August 10, 2019,  at HyVee Gas 

on Elmore (across from Sam's and in front of Gordman’s) from 10:00am - 2pm to help 

raise money for their class trip.  Come out and support the Morning Star Class of 2020! 

Due to the wicked witch of winter (did you catch the allusion to The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe?) we will not 
be having our traditional Awards Assembly on May 31st at Bettendorf Church. Instead the last day of school will be 
a full day (the final hours for our snow make-up)  with a shortened version of the Awards Assembly in the Great 
Hall. Due to the space constraints this will be a student-only assembly.  
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New Hire for 2019-2020 School Year 
We are thrilled to introduce to you a new hire for the 2019-2020 school year.  
 
Rhonda Cox:  Upper School Math 

Rhonda Cox as our Upper School math teacher with the responsibility to teach geometry,  precalculus, 
calculus, physics and robotics elective. Ms. Cox is a 32 year veteran at Orion High School. She is a be-
liever, actively involved at Moline Evangelical Free leading a women’s Bible study, participating on the 
worship team and regularly sharing her testimony around the Quad-Cities. 
 
Rhonda has a Bachelors in Arts in Mathematics and Secondary Education from Bethel University and a Master of School 
Mathematics from Iowa State University. She developed and integrated a rocketry project at Orion and was a Teacher     
Program Team Leader for seven years at a summer Space Camp educating educators. Rhonda has been the Varsity        

Scholastic Bowl Team sponsor for 18 years at Orion. She has developed curriculum and presented at a number of summer 
conferences. Rhonda is retiring from the public school system but is not ready to retire from teaching. She has always 
dreamed of being able to be vocal with her faith while teaching. She comes to us with strong recommendations. 
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Growing the Mustang Robotics Team:  How you can be a part 
Lego Robotics 
In the past Morning Star Academy has fielded a Lego Robotics Team. The Lego Robotics Team spans grades 5th through 
8th. We want to continue this team. To do so we need adult volunteers who are willing to give approximately 3 hours of 
their week beginning in late August and continuing through December. Skill set?   Willingness to learn and organized. In  
other words, engineering or IT degrees are not necessary.  If you are interested in seeing your and other children grow their 
interest in this math and science related hobby, please let Rob Spykstra know at rob.spykstra@msa-qc.org.  
 
First Tech Challenge Robotics 
But wait there’s more. We’ve expanded our students’ robotics experience on into the Rhetoric School through a robotic  
elective class.  The robotics are no longer made of legos, but of metal (think erector set) and are controlled by a cell phone. 
Teams compete head-to-head through monthly meets completing missions.  
 
While the class is taught and headed by a Upper School teacher,  it requires adult volunteers (two to four) with the same 
basic qualifications as the lego volunteers . . . willing to learn and fairly organized. Mechanical and IT experience is helpful. 
Time commitment is 3 to 4 Saturdays between September and January.  If you or someone you know (e.g. grandparents) 
would like to see the students continue to grow in their interest in robotics, please let Rob Spykstra know at 
rob.spykstra@msa-qc.org. 
 

2019-2020 School Year 

Unpack Your  

Backpack: 

Monday, August 26 

First Day of  School:   

Tuesday, August 27 
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Third Quarter Honor Roll 
  High Honor Roll                  

 Honor Roll  

3.9 - 4.0 GPA 

3.75 - 3.89 GPA 

Gr.         Student 
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Gr. Student 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Gr.           Student 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1 Mari Anderson 

1 Sophie Anderson 

1 Ava Bortner 

1 Ella Bush 

1 Ben Carter 

1 Bentley Cressey 

1 Tay Davis 

1 Eli Emde 

1 Taylor Jacob 

1 Henry Jewell 

1 Eli Leverenz 

1 Ashton Mack 

1 Kenley Mappin 

1 Alex Miller 

1 Kam Sowards 

1 Gage Stecker 

1 Savanna Wiseman-Johnson 

2 Micah Arguello 

2 Rosalie Brooks 

2 Gabriel Duncan 

2 Jeremiah Harrington 

2 Ozias Mack 

2 Sophia Miller 

2 Zaley Rohde 

3 Aubrie Bailey 

3 Sydney Coffman 

3 Elise Jacob 

3 Amelie Paul 

3 Reagan Tipsword 

4 Abigail Brewer 

4 Truman Brooks 

4 Isabella Ingwersen 

4 Gavin Stecker 

4 Morgan Tipsword 

4 Caxton Van der Hart 

5 Amelia Duncan 

5 Clara Lee 

5 Brogdon Lundgren 

5 Orion Mack 

6 Josh Brady 

6 Connor Brooks 

6 Campbell Dopler 

6 Katelyn Jacob 

6 Lucy Marshall 

6 Elsie McClure 

6 Jude Rennie 

6 Annabella VonMuenster 

7 Camila Crespo 

7 Ava Duncan 

7 Rachel Ellingson 

7 Rebekah Hartsuch 

7 Eli Hughes 

7 Madelyn Lee 

7 Calvin Maynard 

7 Noah Shook 

7 Karli Sowards 

7 Gavin Trotter 

7 Natalie Weyrick 

8 Steel Anderson 

8 Luke Bohonek 

8 Sarah Brewer 

8 Vallarie Fendley 

8 Lucas Fulton 

8 Norah Giza 

8 Paige Johnson 

8 Maddy Murphy 

9 Juliet Brewer 

9 Kara Hughes 

9 Rilee Martin 

9 Carolyn Raymon 

9 Caleb Schroeder 

9 Samuel Schroeder 

9 Emily Spykstra 

9 Anna Stivers 

9 Gabrielle Wallace 

10 Eli Brady 

10 Faith Littig 

10 Eliana Parks 

10 Jackson Trotter 

11 Garrett DeVries 

11 Rachel Rossi 

11 Sarah Schroeder 

11 Abby Stivers 

11 Madison Trotter 

  

  

11 Maddy Wilson 

12 Samuel Brady 

12 Grant Ellingson 

12 Will McIntosh 

  High Honor Roll                 
3.9 - 4.0 GPA 

2 Rylee Peterson 

2 Emery Schaefer 

2 Rachel Cox 

2 Aidan Mack 

3 Kaitlyn Amman 

3 Cooper Bush 

3 Jillian Hovey 

3 Atticus Lee 

3 Luke Leverenz 

3 Barrett Lundgren 

3 Job Shook 

3 Jon Carter 

4 Micah Rohde 

5 Evie Filbeck 

5 Sadie Voigt 

5 Selah Lorentzen 

6 Isabella Giza 

7 Allison Amman 

7 Julia DeVries 

7 Ethan Raeside 

8 Ella Hansen 

10 Lauren McIntosh 

11 Jen Boggs 

11 Reid Hansen 
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Earn Tuition Credits with our Rebate Program 

 

Summer fun and back-to-school shopping are just around the  

corner! Remember, when you choose to shop using our Scrip  

program, you can earn money towards your family’s tuition bill! Morning Star 
allows families to keep 90% of the rebate amounts they earn, passing the   
savings on to you quarterly so that you will get a break on your very next   
tuition payment. If you have family or friends that are interested in helping 
you earn these tuition credit dollars, they can order also, just ask them to list your student as the recipient of their 
earned rebates. This is an amazing deal! Imagine saving on your tuition without spending a dime more than you    
normally would for your family’s everyday needs! 

 

The way the program works: You sign up with the Scrip Center online using MSA’s enrollment code, and purchase 
gift cards to use at the stores you shop at. Order by 10:00am Mondays to receive your order the same week. You  
purchase the cards from the Scrip Center for their face value ($10 for a $10 value card), but they discount the cards to 
us, so MSA keeps the “rebate,” and passes 90% of the value on to you. For example, if you like Chipotle and decide 
to purchase a $10 Scrip Card and use that to pay for your meal instead of cash/credit, you pay the same amount you 
would have anyway, but the Scrip Center gives Morning Star $1 for that purchase because they offer a 10% rebate. 
That may not seem like a lot, but these rebates add up FAST! 

 

Are you a spontaneous shopper? For those times when you don’t plan ahead to order plastic gift cards, many  

retailers offer e-gift cards (called ScripNow) that can be purchased on your home computer or smart phone (even in 
the check-out line!) and used immediately.  Last minute grocery shopping?  We keep Hy-Vee, Fareway, and      
Natural Grocers on hand. 

 

We recommend getting started by signing up online (Info is attached to this newsletter), identifying the 2-10 places 

you shop most frequently, and setting a weekly reminder on your phone to get those orders in.  

Sincerely, 

Kasey Tooley  

Scrip Cooordinator 

kaseytooley89@outlook.com 

563-320-5311 

 

     Summer Order Schedule 

     Order  Pick up  

     June 10th June 13th 

     June 24th June 27th 

     July 8th  July 11th 

     Aug. 5th Aug. 8th 

     Aug. 19th Aug. 22nd   

Scrip 


